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Potential for use of environmental factors in urban planning
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Projections for population growth estimate, on top of the current 7.4 billion world population, an increase of 2
billion people for the next 40 years. It is also projected that 66 per cent of the world population in 2050 will live
in urban areas. To accommodate the urban population growth cities are changing continuously land cover to urban
areas. Such changes are a threat for natural resources and food production systems stability and capability to
provide food and other functions. However, little has been done concerning a rational soil management for food
production in urban and peri-urban areas. This study focuses on the assessment of soil lost due to urban expansion
and discusses the potential loss regarding the quality of the soil for food production and environmental functions.
It is relevant to increase the knowledge on the role of soils in peri-urban areas and in the interaction of physical,
environmental and social factors. The methodology consists of assessing the soil quality in and around urban
and peri-urban areas. It focuses particularly on the physical properties and the environmental factors, for two
periods of time and account the potential losses due to urban expansion. This project is on-going, therefore current
advances will be presented and will look for a discussion on the contribution of soil quality for decision-making
and land management in urban and peri-urban areas.

