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In Landscape studies, one should take into account all the disciplines which – by representing the meeting point
between Geology, Sociology and Philosophy – can create new opportunities and incentives for geologists, who
are therefore spurred into acquiring a better awareness of the cultural responsibilities and social role of their in-
vestigations. In addition, a constant, clear and accessible communication between the scientific world and public
institutions and citizens is necessary. Only in this way will it be possible to achieve the acknowledgement and
enhancement of geological culture, considered as a heritage of knowledge leading from scientific study to popu-
larisation and from education to appraisal.
It is here presented the case study of Lake Bracciano of Montese (Modena Apennines), where multidisciplinary
research on Landscape has led to the rediscovering of an Etruscan-Italic sacred area and to initiatives of tourist-
environmental enhancement, by redefining new paths linked to continuous and transversal cognitive itineraries,
which involve also the sphere of affective and emotional relationships (Panizza & Piacente, 2003).
The various research phases can be summarised as follows.
1st step: Collection of news and historical-archaeological information and field geological-geomorphological sur-
vey.
2nd step: Identification of the area of the ancient and long-disappeared lake and of the Etruscan-Italic sacred
springs; first interpretational and reconstructive hypotheses of the site.
3rd step: Involvement of local public Administrators, the Regional Archaeological Superintendence and local re-
gional Boards of tourist promotion.
4th step: Recognition of the site as an area of primary importance for cultural enhancement and tourist promotion.
The local population and the tourist and economic operators of the territory share and strongly support this specific
step.
5th step: Reconstruction of an Etruscan hut with a vegetable garden and sacred precinct; recover of the sacred
healing springs; preparation of educational and popularisation material. This phase of the project has already had
a positive outcome on the local economy by employing local artisans, who are expert in traditional reconstruction
techniques.
6th step: Implementation of a tourist footpath by recovering also ancient communication routes. This path, which
would be accessible also to the disabled, would be organised as a guided tour, involving as guides the local elderly
and young people and it would be mainly directed to school groups.
7th step: The insertion of this itinerary in regional tourist routes, the in-depth study of the archaeological aspects
and the drafting of a Map of Geoarchaeological Potentialities are being carried out.
Results obtained.
Enhancement of a marginal area. Restitution of a new local identity to the residents by rediscovering common
values and elements of continuity between the Etruscan age and the present (e.g., use of curative salt-chloride,
bromine and iodide springs and visits to the site also for spiritual reasons). Utilisation of a new research key in
order to offer a more attractive aspect of Geology, which could be defined as “sweet geology”, that is made up of
attractive diversities, history and appreciation of the sites visited. In this way, the “historical map” of this territory
could be reconstructed, since history is often “topical”. Indeed, the history of a place can conjure up and evoke
past events: the “geological site” is par excellence the “place” (Badiali & Piacente, 2009).


