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In light of growing coastal populations and rising relative sea levels, understanding the consequences of infrequent,
high-impact coastal hazards for human migration is a key ingredient for meeting the challenges of sustainable
development. Using new quantitative and qualitative evidence from 1160 households and 121 village leaders, we
examine longer-term migration in the city of Banda Aceh, Indonesia, following the devastating 2004 tsunami
and an international aid response that offered most survivors only resettlement back in the tsunami-affected area.
While many survivors wanted to return, some preferred to relocate further from the coast but did not have the
chance to do so. Since that time, selective out-migration by those with the means and socioeconomic sorting of
newcomers have led to a new socioeconomic segregation of the tsunami-affected parts of the city. More broadly,
these findings suggest that short-distance socioeconomic sorting into and out from vulnerable areas may be an
important migratory response to a newly recognized risk.


