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"10 years with Planet Earth" is the title of the 2016 INGV calendar for primary schools representing the review
of a project conceived as support and complement of 15 years long INGV dissemination activities with schools.
We realized 10 calendars together with and for primary schools, every year with a subject related to a World in
constant evolution. Earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, tsunami waves, magnetic storms and other phenomena are
manifestations of the complexity and dynamicity, which began more than four billion years ago and never halted.
Since the Earth originated to the first presence of water, life and oxygen, the Cambrian explosion of species,
the domain of dinosaurs, the great extinctions and glaciations, the surface of our planet experiences continents
collisions, mountains and oceans formation and life forms emerging and disappearing.
Every year we have launched a competition asking children to send drawings on themes chosen to stimulate
learning about Earth Sciences and Planet Earth dynamics. We intended to raise awareness on issues as water
resources availability, protection against natural disasters and control of environmental degradation. For each
competition, we chose the most significant drawings to be included in the yearly calendar about the Earth. The
authors of drawings were awarded by scientists, journalists, artists and science communicators and even by a
minister.
Besides the competitions, these drawings depict their own impressions and reflections, providing an opportunity
to illustrate the children’s point of view. From drawings and texts arise a great consideration and respect for the
Planet, raising hopes that similar initiatives can contribute to increase the knowledge of the Earth and of the fragile
human ecosystem in the hearts and minds of future active citizens.
The project was made possible thanks to the teachers and to the wonderful students of more than 200 schools that
sent about 10,000 drawings that have intrigued, touched, enchanted, and surprised us. In the 2016 calendar we
have collected the drawings chosen as the cover for each of the past years calendar dedicated to the Earth.


