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The archive of the Austrian Alpine Club holds masses of material on glaciers and their former extent. The material
includes descriptions and sketches of the summits conquered by early mountaineers, mapping campaigns and
data from early scientific expeditions as well as data on glacier length change. To date a large proportion of the
glaciological information in the material has not been catalogued or analysed. As cold ice, containing relevant
climate information, might still exist at the highest peaks of Austria, a pilot project was started to collect some of
the data of two test sites in Tyrol, in Silvretta and Ötztal Alps, to reveal former summit shapes and glacier tongue
positions. Additional information on the number and position of crevasses as well as firn extent is often evident
from the material. Challenging tasks not yet tackled are compiling a catalogue of the material and defining an
analysis scheme.


