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On 6 May 1976 an Ms=6.5 earthquake struck the Friuli area (NE Italy), causing about 1,000 casualties, and
widespread destruction. Such event is the largest so far recorded in Northern Italy.
After 40 years, the memory of a devastating earthquake remains in the urbanization, and in the people that
lived that dreadful experience. However, the memories tend to vanish with the quake survivors demise and the
celebration of the anniversary become a good opportunity to refresh the earthquake history, and the awareness of
living in a seismic prone area.
As seismologists, we believe that the seismic risk reduction starts from the education of the next generation. For
this reason, we decided to celebrate the 40 anniversary planning a special educational campaign, mainly devoted
to the schools and the young people, but it will give us the opportunity to check and, if necessary to raise, the level
of seismic awareness of the local communities. The activities started on May 2015, with labs and lessons held
in some schools, and the creation of a blog (https://versoi40anni.wordpress.com) to collect news, photos, video
and all the materials related to the campaign. From February to May 2016, one day per week, we will open our
seismological lab to the school visits, so that students can meet the seismologists, and we will cooperate with local
science museums to enlarge the training offers on the earthquake topics. By continuing the efforts of our previous
educational projects, the students of a school located in Gemona del Friuli, one of the small town destroyed by
the 1976 earthquake, will be deeply involved in experimental activities, like seismic noise measurements for
microzonation studies, so to be an active part of the seismic mitigation process. This and some other activities
developed for the celebration of the 40 anniversary of the Friuli earthquake will be illustrated in this presentation.


