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Copernicus is the European Commission’s flagship Earth observation programme that delivers freely accessible
operational data and information services. ECMWF has been entrusted to operate two key parts of the Copernicus
programme, which will bring a consistent standard to the measurement, forecasting and prediction of atmospheric
conditions and climate change:
• The Copernicus Atmosphere Monitoring Service, CAMS, provides daily forecasts detailing the makeup
composition of the atmosphere from the ground up to the stratosphere.
• The Copernicus Climate Change Service (C3S) (in development) will routinely monitor and analyse more than
20 essential climate variables to build a global picture of our climate, from the past to the future, as well as
developing customisable climate indicators for relevant economic sectors, such as energy, water management,
agriculture, insurance, health. . . .
C3S has now taken off and a number of proof-of-concept sectoral climate services have been initiated. This paper
will focus on the description and expected outcome of these proof-of-concept activities as well as the definition of
a roadmap towards a fully operational European Climate Change Service.


