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Mining activity in Algeria has existed since antiquity. But it was very important since the 20th century. This activity
has virtually ceased since the beginning of the 1990s, leaving many mine sites abandoned (so-called orphan
mines). The abandonment of mining today poses many environmental problems (soil pollution, contamination

of surface water, mining collapses...). The mining wastes often occupy large volumes that can be hazardous to

the environment and human health, often neglected in the past: Faulting geotechnical implementation, acid mine
drainage (AMD), alkalinity, presence of pollutants and toxic substances (heavy metals, cyanide...). The study
started already six years ago and it covers all mines located in NE Algeria, almost are stopped for more than thirty
years. So the most important is to have an overview of all the study area. After the inventory job of the abandoned
mines, the rock drainage prediction will help us to classify sites according to their acid generating potential.



