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As an academic historian of science, I am writing a history of the discovery of the interior workings of our dynamic
planet. I am preparing a book, titled Carbon from Crust to Core: A Chronicle of Deep Carbon Science, in which
I will present the first history of deep carbon science. I will identify and document key discoveries, the impact
of new knowledge, and the roles of deep carbon scientists and their institutions from the 1400s to the present.
This innovative book will set down the engaging human story of many remarkable scientists from whom we have
learned about Earth’s interior, and particularly the fascinating story of carbon in Earth. I will describe a great
journey of discovery that has led to a better understanding of the physical, chemical, and biological behaviour
of carbon in the vast majority of Earth’s interior. My poster has a list of remarkable Deep Carbon Explorers,
from Georgius Agricola (1494–1555) to Claude ZoBell (1904–1989). Come along to my poster and add to my
compilation: choose pioneers from history, or nominate your colleagues, or even add a selfie! As a biographer, I
am keen to add researchers who may have been overlooked in the standard histories of geology and geophysics.
And I am always on the lookout for standout stories and personal recollections. I am equipped to do oral history
interviews. What’s your story? Cambridge University Press will publish the book in 2019.


