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Current study indicates that Northeastern Tibetan Plateau (NETP) is one of the first widely occupied places by
prehistory people on the Tibetan Plateau, which makes NETP very important to understand the human history on
the plateau and human adaptation to high elevation environment. Hence, 151 site, a paleo- to Epi-Paleolithic site
in the Qinghai Lake basin on NETP, is chosen to excavate. Thousands pieces of animal bones, hundreds pieces of
stone artifacts and several possible hearths were unearthed and obtained during two excavation seasons. Carefully
redating of the site shows that it was first occupied shortly around 15 ka BP, then reoccupied from 9000-6000
a BP more intensely. Preliminary study of the site suggest that the first appearance of human in Qinghai Lake
basin is closely related to the amelioration of the Last Deglaciation and the prevalence of microlithic technology
in North China, which may enlighten the study of early human migration on to whole plateau; however, the latter
more intense human occupation in 151 site is not only closely related to the warm and stable early-mid Holocene
climate but also provoked by early millet agriculture in neighbor low-elevation Loess plateau.


