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The specific aims of increasing Resilience to Natural Hazards in China programme are (i) to improve hazard
forecasting, risk mitigation and preparedness based upon reliable knowledge of the fundamental processes
involved and underpinned by basic science and, (ii) to improve the uptake of and responses to scientific advice,
by developing risk-based approaches to natural hazards in collaboration with the communities at risk. One of
the programme’s principal goals is to integrate natural and social science research to increase the benefits for
those affected by natural hazards. To that end a co-productive approach to research is expected, involving a
framework for sharing knowledge and values between natural and social scientists and consultation with policy
makers, civil society and other stakeholders. This paper explore knowledge relationships and reflective learning
across disciplines. There is commonly a disjunction between the evolution and provision of expert knowledge
and its effective utilisation. Building on experience as Strategic Advisor to the Increasing Resilience to Natural
Hazards programme, this paper addresses the research needs to assess how scientific knowledge and risk reduction
strategies can be most effectively developed and communicated.



