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Japanese social studies consist of three fields. That’s geography, history and civics. About geographical studies
in Japan, it has a lot of contents of human geography and has little contents of natural geography. I think that
Japanese social studies teachers should teach more natural geography contents for ESD. [U+3000]
There is a fieldwork lesson in geographical studies in Japan. This is the educational activity by which body and
head were used. But in fact, fieldwork lessons are not performed in many Japanese junior high schools.
I was a leader of iGeo2012 (in Germany). iGeo is held by three tests; Multimedia tests, Writing tests and Fieldwork
tests. The test is included of a lot of contents of natural geography. And there are two skills that students acquire
through the fieldwork test in iGeo. One is a map making skill, the other is decision making skill.
Japanese students need more knowledge of natural geography. And those are not enough skills for Japanese
students. So I did a fieldwork lesson based on iGeo’s fieldwork test. The fieldwork lesson was performed around
the school. It was also performed under the point of natural geography.
After the lessons, students could improve map making skill. Because a lot of maps made by students in this lesson
got prize of map contest in Japan. Some maps were included the view of natural geography.


