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Revisiting the Schonbein 0zone measurement methodology
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Trough the XIX century the Schonbein method gained a lot of popularity by its easy way to measure tropospheric
ozone. Traditionally it has been considered that Schonbein measurements are not accurate enough to be useful.
Detractors of this method argue that it is sensitive to meteorological conditions, being the most important the
influence of relative humidity. As a consequence the data obtained by this method have usually been discarded.
Here we revisit this method taking into account that values measured during the 19th century were taken using
different measurement papers. We explore several concentrations of starch and potassium iodide, the basis for this
measurement method. Our results are compared with the previous ones existing in the literature. The validity of
the Schonbein methodology is discussed having into account humidity and other meteorological variables.



