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EU policy guidelines have been quite successful during the last decades to improve environmental quality
of air, water and soil. This deserves credit. For example, the nitrate guideline of 1992 was introduced to deal
with an emergency condition of groundwater in many areas of Europa and its quality has greatly improved.
Comparable conclusions can be reached for other environmental components. As much new information and
technologies have emerged and stakeholders become much more knowlegeable in the modern internet society, it is
necessary and possible at this point in time to shift to more local approaches that are fine-tuned to local conditions
and that approach land users as partners rather than as adversaries. A unique opportunity arises as the Common
Agricultural Policy is being revised and a new policy will be introduced after 2020. Some suggestions will be
made, based on the subsidiarity principle where the detail of measures should be in balance with the spatiale level
at which they will be enforced: very general at EU level and more specific as one moves down to the level of
individual enterprises. The UN Sustainable Development Goals would be an excellent guiding principle at EU
level.



