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The deployment of numerous autonomous platforms (gliders, argo floats, moorings) added to the repeated ship
cruises in the Northwestern Mediterranean Sea account for a considerable data coverage of the area through the
past 10 years. In this study, we analyse the in-situ observations’ ability to assess for the changes in the Northwester
Mediterranean basin water masses properties over time. Comparing the observed time series for the different
regions and different water masses to that of a glider simulator in the NEMO-Med12 model, we estimate both the
quality of the model and the skill of the in-situ observations in reproducing the evolution of the basin properties.


