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In the cross-border belt between Serbia and Montenegro are located more than one hundred torrential water flows
that belong to the Lim River Basin. Under extreme climate events they turned into floods of destructive power
and great energy causing enormous damage on the environment and socio-economic development in the wider
region of the Western Balkans. In addition, anthropogenic factors influence the land instability, erosion of river
beds and loss of topsoil. Consequently, this whole area is affected by pluvial and fluvial erosion of various types
and intensity. Terrain on the slopes over 5% is affected by intensive degree of erosion, while strong to medium
degree covers 70% of the area. Moreover, in the Lim River Basin were built several hydro-energetic systems and
accumulations which may to a certain extent successfully regulate the water regime downstream and to reduce the
negative impact on the processes of water erosion. However, siltation of accumulation reduces their useful volume
and threatens the basic functions (water reservoirs), especially those ones for water supply, irrigation and energy
production that have lost a significant part of the usable volume due to accumulated sediments.

Facing the negative impacts of climate change and human activities on the process of land degradation in the Lim
River basin imposes urgent need of adequate preventive and protective measures at the local and regional level,
which can be effectively applied only through enhanced cross-border cooperation among affected communities in
the region.

The following set of activities were analyzed to improve the actual management of river catchment: Identifying
priorities in the spatial planning, land use and water resources management while respecting the needs of local
people and the communities in the cross border region; development of cooperation and partnership between
the local population, owners and users of real estate (pastures, agricultural land, forests, fisheries etc.) and local
governments; planning and control of torrential streams and conservation of land, establishing the monitoring
system of environmental parameters and its continuous maintenance.



