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Observations from an ad-hoc suite of mainly aging, scientific, space-borne assets currently underpin space weather
forecasting capabilities world-wide. While efforts have begun to replace / supplement these assets [U+2500] in
particular with the recent launch of the DSCOVR spacecraft [U+2500] it is widely accepted that there is an urgent
need to accelerate these endeavours in order to mitigate the risk of losing these critical observations. It is hence
opportune to critically review the possible options for the provision of space weather observations, particularly in
terms of identifying the optimum vantage point(s) and the instrumentation that will provide the most beneficial
measurements to support space weather prediction. Here we present the results of several recent European studies
that aim to identify the best solution for space-based space weather monitoring [U+2500] obviously within
realistic financial constraints and bearing in mind the immediacy with which such a mission needs to be realised.


