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Central Apennines in Italy are a high seismic risk zone, undergoing present SW-NE tension with rate up to 2-3
mm/yr. They host small intra-mountains Quaternary tectonic depressions bounded by well-exposed active SSW to
WSW-dipping fault systems. Geological data and historical seismicity prove that the fault structures are able to
produce earthquakes with magnitude also greater than 6.5. In fact, the region was struck by 14 among the largest
earthquakes (MW> 6.5) of the Italian territory since 1349.
The instrumental seismicity, better recorded since 1981, shows that a different behavior of seismic release
characterizes the northern and southern portions of the Central Apennines.
The instrumental seismicity, recorded since 1981, shows that a different behavior of seismic release characterizes
the northern and southern portions of the Central Apennines.
The northern portion (Umbria and Marche regions) is affected by the occurrence of seismic sequences (i.e. Norcia,
1979, Gubbio, 1984, Colfiorito, 1997, L’Aquila, 2009, Central Italy, 2016), with main events with magnitude
between 6.0 and 6.5 and high rate of background seismicity. Conversely, the southern portion (Abruzzo and
Molise regions) shows low level of scattered background seismicity, relatively stable in the size and time domains,
and low energy seismic swarms. In this sector, if we exclude the Barrea 1984 seismic sequence and very minor
background seismicity, the seismic episodes account for most of the total seismic activity.
We analysed in detail the seismicity of the southern part of Central Apennines, relocating the events occurred in the
time interval from 2005 to 2012, calculating new focal mechanisms, identifying clusters as swarm or swarm-like
seismic sequence. The performed investigation shows that many areas are affected by repeated transient episodes.
Generally, the identified clusters occur along and on the tip of known active normal faults, in between significant
past earthquakes. Nevertheless, some of the clusters did not correlate with any known structure, suggesting the
existence of still unknown faults. New field investigations performed in key areas (Morrone-Porrara-southern
Porrara fault alignment) did effectively allow us to point out evidences for missing individual master faults,
potentially capable of major earthquakes.


