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Interdisciplinary research at the Ketzin pilot site in Germany contributes to the understanding of the geological
CO2 storage since 2004. In addition to the research activities, public outreach has been a key element through
the entire life-cycle of the project including site assessment, characterization, development as well as operation
(2008-2013) and post-closure.
From the very beginning of the project, the research activities were accompanied by an open dialogue with
the general public including locals and interested people from all over Germany and the world. The visitor centre
at the Ketzin site is run by GFZ and the most important contact point to inform about first-hand experiences from
the project. Up to now, about 3,000 visitors came to the Ketzin site for guided tours and the annual open house days.
In addition, project status and progress are disseminated in brochures and on the public website www.co2ketzin.de.
The Ketzin project is also presented in short films, e.g. on monitoring, drilling and well closure. As the post-closure
and pre-transfer phase started after the cease of CO2 injection in August 2013 and the injection facility was
dismantled in December 2013, we were looking for a tool to further inform about the previous operation and site
infrastructure. A virtual tour was set up for the Ketzin site which is accessible via the website. This tour includes
several videos which virtually guide you on site and provide information on the (former) facilities.
Public acceptance is a key issue for the Ketzin project as it is for any other CO2 storage project. For example, an open communication with the local residents helped to conduct large-scale seismic campaigns without
severe restrictions. The experience from the Ketzin pilot site shows that honest communication and a diverse
dissemination program is able to overcome critical public perception even for highly debated technologies.

