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In 1998 the organization of the International Union of Soil Sciences (IUSS) was renewed to better support national
activities. That was also the new start in the operation of the Finnish Society of Soil Sciences, which became
affiliated to the IUSS. The society was originally established in 1971 but it remained relatively inactive. Currently,
there are around 200 members in the Finnish Society of Soil Sciences. The members of the executive board cover
different fields of soil science from geology to microbiology. Mission statement of the society is to promote the
soil sciences and their application in Finland, to act as a forum for creation of better links between soil scientists,
interested end users and the public, and to promote distribution and appreciation of general and Finnish research
findings in soil science. Every second year the society organizes a national two-day long conference. In 2017 the
theme ‘circular economy’ collected all together 57 presentations. The members of the incoming student division
carried responsibility in practical co-ordination committee, acting also as session chairs. In the intervening years
the society organizes a weekend excursion to neighboring areas. Lately we have explored the use of biochar in
landscaping of Stockholm.


