Geophysical Research Abstracts
Vol. 19, EGU2017-17389, 2017 EG U
EGU General Assembly 2017

© Author(s) 2017. CC Attribution 3.0 License.

The Ocean as a teaching tool: the first MOOC on Ocean Literacy

Selvaggia Santin and Francesca Santoro
UNESCO-IOC, Italy (s.selvaggia@gmail.com)

Education its broader understanding (in both formal and informal settings) serves as a high potential channel to
reach young citizens. As a lack of sufficient ‘Ocean Literacy’ has been identified in many countries, this clearly
presents a barrier for citizens to engage in ocean responsible behaviour or consider ocean-related careers.

In order to sensitize and enable teachers and students to incorporate ocean literacy into educational programmes
we build up a first Massive Open Online Course on Emma Platform, an European Multiple MOOC Aggregator
that provides a system for the delivery of free, open, online courses in multiple languages from different European
universities. Almost 500 students were enrolled from all over the world and we proposed a multi-perspective
approach building on the UNESCO experience in the field of education for sustainable development.

The course had two sections: a narrative format which introduces to the Ocean Literacy principles, focusing on
how to incorporate them into lessons with tips, advice, references and activities; and an interactive section with
webinairs which covers contemporary and emerging issues such as seafood, marine pollution and human health,
simulating a “real-world experiences” with a problems-solutions approach.



