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Identifying not only economic and insured losses but also numbers of fatalities from natural catastrophes provides
new information on resilience and prevention measures in the countries affected. In this talk, we examine how
fatalities from Munich Re’s NatCatSERVICE database, caused by natural disasters have developed. In addition
to the standard approach based on fatalities by country, we introduced a new measure, "fatalities per million in-
habitants", and factored in population development over time. The World Bank definition was used to determine
the wealth classification of individual countries. This methodology enables us to compare countries with different
population sizes and thus produce an index for humanitarian impact. The analyses are key information on ascer-
taining whether prevention measures or early-warning systems have in fact reduced the number of fatalities in
recent decades (1980-2016).


