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Beginning in the 1930s Danish survey agencies and US military organizations conducted large-scale aerial
photograph surveys of Greenland for mapping purposes (1), eventuating in the recording of more than 160,000
photographs. Glaciological researchers have used this amazing resource of multi-decadal observations of
the Greenlandic cryosphere for many decades (e.g. (2), (3), (4)). In recent years this information has been syn-
thesized with modern remote sensing data resulting in a range of published research and data sets ((5), (6), (7), (8)).

Today, the historical aerial photographs are stored at the SDFE (Agency for Data Supply and Effiency), the
successor agency for the institutions doing the surveying and mapping of Greenland where the material is
accessible to researchers and general public alike. The digitized flightline maps and databases necessary for the
creation of this data for this work was made available by the SDFE, and it the past and present work with this
database we present here.

Based on digitized flight line maps, the database contains geocoded metadata such as recording dates,
camera and film roll canister, connecting the database with the analog archive material.
Past work concentrated on bulk digitization, while the focus of the current work is to improve positional accuracy,
completeness, and refinements for web publication.
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