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Increase urban resilience by planning the public spaces uses for
humanitarian interventions.
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Challenges in post-disaster crisis of natural origin seem to have a strong relation with territory characteristics
(location, habitat, propagation, etc.). Moreover, they determine those requirements needed for humanitarian
interventions. Decision-making at response and recuperation stages are supported or limited depending on the
availability of public spaces to be used for victims’ accommodation, field hospitals and rubble deposits.
In the case of Lima and Callao (Peru), the presence and superposition of multiple governmental levels –
national, regional (1), provincial (2) and district (50) – result in a highly-complex local Disaster Risk Management
system for response coordination. The diversity of actors, their responsibilities and individual initiative suggest
competition for the resources available in an emergency situation. Resource location determines if humanitarian
operations can be run in an effective and efficient way. In this context, public space is a fundamental resource; if it
is well-selected, it will provide access to accumulated resources such as water, electricity and telecommunications
for the affected population.
To increase urban resilience, it requires previous planning and coordination for emergency response, where
institutional and territorial configurations are decisive factors for the recuperation and rehabilitation processes
performance. This communication will present the institutional and territorial dimensions of the Peruvian capital
which condition emergency management performances to consider the crisis management opportunities, offered
by territorial analysis and estimations of actors’ needs. It would be a starting point for decision-making on
emergence activities locations and for establishing coordination frameworks concerning territorial issues and
challenges.

