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Soils are a life support system for global society and our planet. In addition to providing the vast majority of
our food; soils regulate water quality and quantity reducing the risk of floods, droughts and pollution; and as the
largest store of carbon in the earth system they are critical to climate change. By providing these multiple essential
services, soils act a natural form of infrastructure that is critical to supporting both rural and urban communities
and economies. Can natural infrastructure and natural capital concepts be used to motivate and enable investment
and regulation of soils for purposes such as soil carbon sequestration? What scientific knowledge and tools would
we need to support soil infrastructure decision making – in policy arenas and elsewhere? This poster will present
progress from a new research project supported by the UK research council (EP/N030532/1) that addresses these
questions.


