Geophysical Research Abstracts
Vol. 19, EGU2017-18183-2, 2017
EGU General Assembly 2017
© Author(s) 2017. CC Attribution 3.0 License.

The firehose instability during multiple reconnection in the Earth’s
magnetotail
Alexandra Alexandrova (1), Andrey Divin (2,3), Alessandro Retino (1), Jan Deca (4,5), Filomena Catapano (1),
and Giulia Cozzani (1)
(1) Laboratoire de Physique des Plasmas, Ecole Polytechnique, Palaiseau, F-91128, France, (2) St. Petersburg State
University, St. Petersburg, Russia, (3) Swedish Institute of Space Physics, Uppsala, Uppsala, Sweden, (4) Laboratory for
Atmospheric and Space Physics (LASP), University of Colorado, Boulder, USA, (5) Institute for Modeling Plasma,
Atmospheres and Cosmic Dust, NASA/SSERVI, USA

We found unique events in the Cluster spacecraft observations of the Earth’s magnetotail which correspond to the
case of multiple reconnection sites. The ion temperature anisotropy of more energized ions in the direction parallel
to the magnetic field, rather than in the perpendicular direction, is observed in the region of dynamical interaction
between two active X-lines. The magnetic field and plasma parameters associated with the anisotropy correspond
to the firehose instability conditions. We discuss possible scenarios of development of the firehose instability in
multiple reconnection by comparing the observations with numerical simulations.
Conventional Particle-in-Cell simulations of 2D magnetic reconnection starting from Harris equilibria are
performed using implicit PIC code iPIC3D [Markidis, 2010]. At earlier stages the evolution creates fronts which
push the weakly magnetized current sheet plasma away from the X-line. Fronts accelerate and reflect particles,
producing parallel ion beams and increasing parallel ion temperature ahead of the front. If multiple X-lines
are present, then the counterstreaming ion beams appear inside the original current sheet between colliding
reconnection jet fronts. For large enough parallel ion pressure anisotropy, the firehose-like mode is excited inside
the original current sheet with a flapping-like appearance along the X GSM direction but not Y GSM (current)
direction.
One should note that our simulations do not include the Bz magnetic field component (normal to the current sheet), hence ion beams cannot escape into the lobes and the whole region between two colliding fronts is
unstable to firehose-like instability. In the Earth’s magnetotail such configuration likely occurs when two active
X-lines are close enough to each other, similar to a few cases we found in the Cluster observations.

