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Coastal communities in developing countries are highly exposed and vulnerable to coastal flood risk, and are
likely to suffer from climate change induced changes in risk. Over the last decade, strong evidence has surfaced
that nature-based solutions or ecosystem-based approaches are efficient and effective alternatives for flood risk
reduction and climate change adaptation. In developing countries, numerous projects have therefore been imple-
mented, often driven by international donors and NGOs. Some of these projects have been successful in reducing
risk while improving environmental and socioeconomic conditions. However, the feasibility assessment, design
and implementation of nature-based solutions is a multifaceted process, which needs to be well-understood before
such solutions can be effectively implemented as an addition or alternative to grey infrastructure. This process has
not always been followed. As a result, many projects have failed to deliver positive outcomes. The international
community therefore has a challenge in bringing nature-based solutions to scale in an effective way. In this presen-
tation, we will present best practice guidelines on nature-based solution implementation that are currently being
discussed by the international community. Furthermore, we will present the alpha version of a new web platform
being developed by the World Bank that will serve as a much-needed central repository for project information on
nature-based solutions, and that will host actionable implementation guidelines. The presentation will also serve
as an invitation to the scientific community to share their experience and lessons learned, and contribute to the
outlining of best practice guidance.


