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An extreme rainfall event took place in the Mountainous Region of the state of Rio de Janeiro in January 2011,
causing a catastrophic landslide that resulted in more than 900 deaths and 350 people disappearances. Precipitation
events associated with landslides are common in this region and climate change tends to increase the frequency of
intense rains and, consequently, landslides. At the same time, the vulnerability of communities has increased as a
result of disorderly urban growth. Despite that, before 2011 communities and public power were not prepared to
disaster management..After the 2011 event, public authorities try to established policies to reduce these vulnerabil-
ities. One of the communities where the government acted was Córrego Dantas. However, the actions in this place
were carried out in a top-down model, without discussion with population. As a consequence, the performance
of public power has amplified social vulnerabilities. Highlight for the truculent removal of residents; resettlement
in geographically isolated housing complexes; and the establishment of urbanization policies that go against the
interests of the residents. The construction of the Córrego d’Aantas Disaster Risk Management Network (REGER-
CD), including residents of affected communities, researchers, NGO members and representatives of the public
power, is one way to respond these questions. Within this network, the construction of a proposal for a collective
contingency plan, articulated with the municipal contingency plan, is generating residents’ empowerment, greater
adaptation to risks and reducing the vulnerability of Disasters and mass movements


