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The national seismic network of Italy (Rete Sismica Nazionale, RSN) run by Istituto Nazionale di Geofisica e Vul-
canologia (INGV) consists of more than 400 seismic stations connected in real time to the institute data center in
order to locate earthquakes for civil defense purposes. A critical issue in the performance of a network is the char-
acterization of site condition at the recording stations. Recently INGV has started addressing this subject through
the revision of all available geological and geophysical data, the acquisition of new information by means of ad-
hoc field measurements and the analysis of seismic waveforms. The main effort is towards building a database,
integrated with the other INGV infrastructures, designed to archive homogeneous parameters through the seismic
network useful for a complete site characterization, including housing, geological, seismological and geotechnical
features as well as the site class according to the European and Italian building codes. Here we present the ongoing
INGV activities.


