
Geophysical Research Abstracts
Vol. 19, EGU2017-18806, 2017
EGU General Assembly 2017
© Author(s) 2017. CC Attribution 3.0 License.

Seismic constraints on the firn and upper ice structure of the central
Amery Ice Shelf, East Antarctica
Leo E. Peters (1), Mark A. Lackie (2), Richard Coleman (1), and Kathleen L. McMahon (3)
(1) Institute of Marine and Antarctic Studies, University of Tasmania, Hobart, Tasmania, Australia (leo.peters@utas.edu.au),
(2) Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences, Macquarie University, North Ryde, New South Wales, Australia, (3) Draig
Geoscience, O’Connor, Western Australia, Australia

The structure of the firn and upper ice contains a wealth of information on the recent glaciological and deformation
histories of a given glacial environment. The observed thickness and densification of the firn provides details on
surface accumulation, temperature and local ice dynamics; thus, observations of the firn from multiple locations
can highlight how climate and ice dynamics may vary across a glacier or ice shelf. Seismic observations of the firn
offer a simple means for imaging the physical properties of the firn, as the firn column can be seismically imaged
in a matter of hours at a given location.

Here we present seismic results of the firn and upper ice from extensive campaigns conducted across the
Amery Ice Shelf, East Antarctica, between 2002 and 2006. Seismic observations were made within a 100 km ×
50 km grid extending along the central portion of the ice shelf; a series of these observations targeted the shear
zone between the Lambert Glacier and Mawson Escarpment ice units. We observe that the depth to pore close-off
is highly variable across this region, ranging from ∼10 m in the south to >45 m in the north. The targeted shear
zone observations detect seismic anisotropy of up to 4% in the lower firn and upper ice, highlighting a change
in crystal orientation fabric across this shear zone between the Lambert Glacier and Mawson Escarpment ice
units. We discuss the glaciological implications of these new seismic observations, which demonstrate that active
seismic methods provide a fast and effective means of imaging firn and upper structure across a given glacial region.


