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The greenGain project — Biomass from landscape conservation and
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The project greenGain is looking for solutions to increase the energy production with regional and local biomass
from landscape conservation and maintenance work, which is performed in the public interest. The relevant re-
sources analysed in the greenGain model regions are, among others, biomass residues from clearing invasive
vegetation in marginal agricultural lands in Spain, and residues from abandoned vineyards and olive groves in
landscape protected areas in Italy.

The main target groups are regional and local players who are responsible for maintenance and conservation work
and for the biomass residue management in their regions. Moreover, the focus will be on service providers — in-
cluding farmers and forest owners, their associations, NGOs, energy providers and consumers. Local companies,
municipalities and public authorities are collaborating to identify the still underutilised non-food biomass resources
and to discuss the way to integrate them into the local and regional biomass markets.

Since the start of the three year project in January 2015, the partners from Italy, Spain, Czech Republic and Ger-
many analysed, among other, the biomass feedstock potential coming from landscape maintenance work, and
assessed various technological options to utilise this type of biomass. Further, political, legal and environmental
aspects as well as awareness raising and public acceptance actions regarding the energetic use of biomass from
public areas were assessed. greenGain also facilitates the exchange between model regions and other similar rele-
vant players in the EU and shares examples of good practice. General guidelines will be prepared to guarantee a
wide dissemination to other regions in the EU.

Thus, the project shows how to build-up reliable knowledge on local availability of this feedstock and provides
know-how concerning planning, harvesting, pre-treatment, storage and sustainable conversion pathways to a wide
range of stakeholders in the EU.



