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The University of Reading (UK) has created an original massive online open course (MOOC) the concepts and
practices of Climate Smart Agriculture (CSA), a new approach to agriculture based on three principles: mitigation
of climate change, adaptation to climate change, stable or increased productivity, and sustainable food security.
Through 2 case studies (dairy farming and wine production) this MOOC is an opportunity to highlight the
importance of soil conditions for farmers (e.g., organic matter content, erosion, leaching), an issue which had been
overlooked but is now seen as an essential part of integrated farm management or techniques such as no-till farming.

Furthermore, this 3-week course launching in January 2017 will be translated in several European languages in
order to foster international interest in CSA from students across Europe, but also to create collaborative synergies
with research partners. To that effect, collaborative work is under way between the University of Reading, INRA,
and Agreenium to develop a soil-oriented MOOC, around the 4h Initiative to be launched by France in 2017/18.

This session will present the existing MOOC material developed at Reading in the context of British and
French farming, the current issues facing farmers with respect to soil, and how these will be addressed in the
forthcoming MOOC to be developed in partnership with INRA and Agreenium. The use of online training
provision to elicit interest in climate change in general and soil topics in particular will also be outlined.


