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Reported weather events in medieval Hungary: the 11th-15th centuries
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In the presentation an overview of weather events, documented in contemporary written sources - available both
in private and institutional evidence -, is provided: geographically the study covers the Hungarian kingdom (oc-
casionally also with sources from the medieval Croatian kingdoms) that included most parts of the Carpathian
Basin. Even if the temporal coverage extends the high and late medieval period between 1000 to 1500, most of the
data comes from the late medieval times, with special emphasis on the 15th century. Most of the information is
available regarding cold spells (e.g. early and late frosts), but especially cold winter periods. Nevertheless, contem-
porary documentary evidence - mainly legal documentation (charters), official and private correspondence, partly
narratives and town accounts - also consists of evidence concerning other, weather-related extreme events such
as (thunder)storms, floods and droughts. Apart from the discussion of the availability and type of these events,
based on the relative frequency of occurrence we can define periods when a higher frequency and magnitude of
weather-related events were reported that is mainly not dependent on changing source densities. These detectable
periods (e.g. the early and mid-14th, early and late 15th centuries) are also a further, separate topic of discussion
in the presentation.



