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Ground Penetrating Radar employment for searching ancient cisterns.
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Ground Penetrating Radar technology and methodology can provide support for the archaeological research. In
particular, investigations in archaeological sites [1-3] and monuments of historical interest [4-6] have provided in
many cases information of interest about the presence, the size, the shape and the depth of embedded anomalies,
that can range from foundations to crypts, or also walled passages, walled doors, embedded voids or reinforcement
bars, fractures and so on.

In this contribution we will focus on the possibility to identify ancient cisterns with the aid of a GPR prospection.
In particular, the attention will be focused on Messapic cisterns. The Messapians were a population that used to
reside in the southern part of the Apulia region (the so called Salento), Their remains dates back from the 8th
century B.C. up to the Roman conquest, in the 3rd century B.C.

They used to build cisterns for gathering the rain water, both for drinking and for agricultural purposes. The
shape of the cisterns can be quite different from case to case, and rarely they are found empty. Rether, in most
cases the remains shows a structure with the roof collapsed and filled up with loose materials, which makes their
identification with a GPR a challenging issue. At the conference, the results and the interpretation of GPR data
gathered in the two Messapic sites of San Vito dei Normanni and Cavallino (both in the Salento area) will be
shown and discussed.
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