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The pasture land covers two fifth of total Chinese land area, which is mainly distributed in western highland of
Inner Mongolia, Xinjiang, Tibet, Qinghai, Gansu and Sichuan Provinces. China pasture land is not only in charge
of providing food resource to regional people, but also plays important role in highland ecosystem services and
biodiversity. Along with global warming and enhanced grazing activity, 90% of China pasture land is facing the
threat of land degradation. From middle 1990’s, Chinese government has released a series of pasture land con-
servation policies to prevent further environmental degradation. In the same time, lots of pasture ecosystem and
environment change researches are supported by national and regional funding agencies. In this study, by moni-
toring and investigating this top-down approach of pasture land research and policy making processes, we would
like to find out the gaps and problems of current research and policy making on China pasture land conservation,
especially focusing on the possibility of establishing the bottom-up approach of natural-social sciences integration
to support the pasture land conservation and sustainable pasture land management in highland China.


