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Sustaining the human well-being and the quality of life, it is essential to develop and support green infrastructure
(strategically planned network of natural and semi-natural areas with other environmental features designed and
managed to deliver a wide range of ecosystem services). For developing and sustaining green infrastructure the
conservation and restoration of biodiversity in natural and traditionally managed habitats is essential. Species-rich
landscapes in Europe have been maintained over centuries by various kinds of low-intensity use. Recently, they
suffered by losses in extent and diversity due to land degradation by intensification or abandonment. Conserva-
tion of landscape-scale biodiversity requires the maintenance of species-rich habitats and the restoration of lost
grasslands. We are focusing on landscape-level restoration studies including multiple sites in wide geographical
scale (including Czech Republic, France, Germany, Hungary, and UK). In a European-wide perspective we aimed
at to address four specific questions: (i) What were the aims and objectives of landscape-scale restoration? (ii)
What results have been achieved? (iii) What are the costs of large-scale restoration? (iv) What policy tools are
available for the restoration of landscape-scale biodiversity? We conclude that landscape-level restoration offers
exciting new opportunities to reconnect long-disrupted ecological processes and to restore landscape connectivity.
Generally, these measures enable to enhance the biodiversity at the landscape scale. The development of policy
tools to achieve restoration at the landscape scale are essential for the achievement of the ambitious targets of the
Convention on Biological Diversity and the European Biodiversity Strategy for ecosystem restoration.


