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In the recent years the amount of soil data available increased importantly. This facilitated the production of better
and accurate maps, important for sustainable land management (Pereira et al., 2017). Despite these advances,
the human knowledge is extremely important to understand the natural characteristics of the landscape. The
knowledge accumulated and transmitted generation after generation is priceless, and should be considered as a
valuable data source for soil mapping and modelling. The local knowledge and wisdom can complement the new
advances in soil analysis. In addition, farmers are the most interested in the participation and incorporation of their
knowledge in the models, since they are the end-users of the study that soil scientists produce. Integration of local
community’s vision and understanding about nature is assumed to be an important step to the implementation of
decision maker’s policies. Despite this, many challenges appear regarding the integration of local and scientific
knowledge, since in some cases there is no spatial correlation between folk and scientific classifications, which
may be attributed to the different cultural variables that influence local soil classification. The objective of this
work is to review how modern soil methods incorporated local knowledge in their models.
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