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The human story of Crew 173- capturing a Mars analog mission
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An international crew of six scientists, engineers, artists and entrepreneurs with different space specialisations were
selected by the Mars Society to take part in a Martian simulation in January 2017. An ambitious outreach and media
strategy was developed, aimed at communicating the benefits of missions to Mars to the public and to capture the
public’s interest by telling the human story of the crew’s mission. Entitled Crew 173 Team PRIMA, they entered
the Mars Desert Research Station in the Utah Desert and conducted research in 3D printing, hydroponics, geology
and astronomy. Both the scientific and community experience of this mission was documented through still image,
video, audio, diary and daily journalling by the resident artist of the mission, Niamh Shaw. The full experience of
the crew was documented (before, during and after the expedition), to capture each individual experience of the
crew and the human experience of isolation of future human space missions.



