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Natural hazards often intensify societal inequalities having disproportionate impact on some population groups
including women. On the other hand, women working in the field of natural hazards, either on site as emergency
workers or in research, policy and administration as scientists, experts and managers have to deal with a number of
challenges. However, gender issues are often neglected and women networks related to natural hazards in Europe
but also worldwide are scarce.
We present here ”We4DRR: Women exchange for Disaster Risk Reduction”, a new women’s network focusing
on gender issues in the field of disaster risk reduction but also on women working in the field. The network
was initiated and organised by the Austrian Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water
Management (BMLFUW) and the University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences Vienna (BOKU) and was
launched in Austria in March 2016. Its aims include collecting data on gender issues and DRR, empowerment of
women, mentoring of young female professionals, and increasing the visibility of gender-specific aspects in DRR.


