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This contribution intends to give an overview of hydropower development activities in Austria and deepen the
knowledge on actual strategies and planning documents. Thereby, the focus is on a climate and energy policy
based perspective, also analyzing economic trends at the hydropower sector due to energy market changes in
the last years. This includes a comparison with other political strategies and programs dealing with hydropower
exploitation based on selected countries. With respect to technology developments, a concise review on technolog-
ical innovations, such as hydrokinetic energy conversion systems, and new constructive designs of conventional
hydropower plants in Austria will be given. Moreover, potential impacts on environment and aquatic ecosystems
are described. Finally, key challenges and prospects will be identified and discussed.


