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Urban archaeology: new perspectives and possibilities
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The study of ancient remains is more difficult in urban environments than in an archaeological site, because the
ancient town and the modern one superpose to each other and precious testimonies are present just under the
current irremovable roads and the buildings. However, modern techniques allows to investigate the past under the
present, and allows to retrieve information and possibly create a fruition of the ancient site. IBAM-CNR has been
engaged for years in this kind of problems, making use of GPR, ERT and other geophysical techniques [1-3],
virtual reality [4] and minimally invasive diagnostics [5] in several towns, in particular in southern Italy and Sicily.
The valorization of sites in urban areas require precise projects, founding and clear ideas and agreements about
the management of the cultural heritage, because only in this case the work performed will be really exploited
and enjoyed by specialists and common people. At the conference, some examples will be shown regarding
monuments in the town of Lecce, Italy.
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