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With an eye on the generation of a consistent long-term climate record of ocean winds, soil moisture and sea ice
extents across the C-band scatterometer spans, a new calibration tool termed cone metrics has been developed.
This contribution describes the new method and its application as intercalibration tool in the context of the
reprocessing activities for ERS and ASCAT. Cone metrics succeeds at characterizing the temporal (seasonal and
diurnal) stability of the C-band scatterometer record down to an accuracy of 0.01-0.02 dB, and establishes the
corrections necessary to homogenize the ASCAT and ERS C-band records down to 0.05 dB, well in line with the
GCOS requirement for the provision of a climate data record of ocean surface winds.


