
Geophysical Research Abstracts
Vol. 19, EGU2017-9284, 2017
EGU General Assembly 2017
© Author(s) 2017. CC Attribution 3.0 License.

Discovering the plates boundaries in the Mediterranean sea
Maurizio Marinelli
middle school “G. Ciccolini”, via Taddei de Mauris, 4 Malé (TN) Italy (marinellimaurizio@gmail.com)

During the 8th class the students learn geology. We analyze the earth’s layers, the earthquakes, the volcanoes and
other natural phenomena like subduction and orogeny.

We start with a global study but our goal is to focus on the crust to discover the plates boundaries, particu-
larly the boundary between Eurasian and African Plate in the Mediterranean sea.

It’s very simple for the students to discover all the information using the Internet or the science book, but I
want to make with them an exploration of earth science with the help of the natural phenomena we studied during
the year. We connect with Istituto Nazionale di Geofisica e Vulcanologia ( http://www.ingv.it/en/ ) where we can
find a map with the earthquakes happened in the last years in Italy and in the Mediterranean sea and the list of the
main volcanoes.
In this way we can draw a map of the mediterranean plates and we can talk about the past and the
future of the Mediterranean sea, Europe and Africa based on our maps and on the Alps orogeny.
Using youtube we can have a confirm of our hypothesis about the future of the Mediterranean sea
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uGcDed4xVD4 ).

A good observation for the students is given by the fact that we live in Europe but actually we stay on the
African plate. The boundary is 5 km north of our school and we can go and visit the place where it is possible to
see the different height of the two plates.


