
Geophysical Research Abstracts
Vol. 20, EGU2018-15010, 2018
EGU General Assembly 2018
© Author(s) 2018. CC Attribution 4.0 license.

Linking the use of a dummy parameter to the optimization of the
convergence of the Sobol’ sensitivity analysis
Jiri Nossent (1)
(1) Flanders Hydraulics Research, Antwerp, Belgium (jiri.nossent@mow.vlaanderen.be), (2) Department of Hydrology and
Hydraulic Engineering, Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB), Brussels, Belgium

The variance-based Sobol’ method is known to be a very powerful and straightforward sensitivity analysis
technique that has gained popularity in environmental modelling over the past decade. Nevertheless, the high
number of model evaluations necessary to perform the sensitivity analysis is a major restriction for the method’s
use and, as a consequence, improving its convergence is of the utmost importance. Therefore, we will present an
optimized calculation approach for the Sobol’ sensitivity indices that is linked to the application of appropriate
equations for the estimation of the square of the expectation value and the total variance, and the use of a dummy
parameter. The technique of the dummy parameter was first introduced by Zadeh et al. (2017) and is based on the
introduction of a model independent parameter that has no influence on the model output. It will be shown that
the computation of the Sobol’ sensitivity index of this dummy parameter can be directly linked with an optimized
convergence of this SA method.
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