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Sahelian rainfall variability is strongly influenced by atmospheric teleconnections triggered by anomalous sea
surface temperatures (SST) from remote areas (e.g., Atlantic, Pacific and Mediterranean). The influence of tele-
connections on seasonal precipitation rainfall over West Africa has been extensively analyzed in the literature.
However, their impact on Sahelian daily rainfall event variability, stratified by intensity, has received little atten-
tion so far. In this article moderate (below 75th percentile) and extreme (above 95th percentile) precipitation events
variability is analyzed for the boreal summer months (June to September) during the period 1981-2016, based on
CHIRPS, ARC2, HadISST and ERA-Interim databases. Evidence is given that the interannual variability of Sahel
moderate and extreme events is markedly different. On the one hand, the occurrence of moderate rainfall events
appears to be enhanced by positive SST anomalies over the Tropical North Atlantic and Mediterranean, which act
to increase low-level moisture advection towards the Sahel from the adjacent oceanic waters. The opposite holds
for negative SSTs anomalies. On the other hand, extreme rainfall events seem to be linked to El Niño-Southern
Oscillation (ENSO) variability. Under La Niña conditions, vertical atmospheric instability is increased over the
Sahel and low-level moisture supply from the Equatorial Atlantic is enhanced over the area. The reverse is found
for El Niño episodes. Attending to the total rainfall index, our results indicate that interannual variability of Sahel
rainfall is mainly dominated by the extreme events. These findings may potentially contribute to improve seasonal
predictions of weak/moderate and extreme precipitation events over the Sahel.


