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The idea that Coronal Mass Ejections (CMEs) pile up mass in their transport through the corona and heliosphere
is widely accepted. However, it has not been shown that this is the case. We perform an initial study of the volume
electron density of the fronts of thirteen 3-part CMEs with well defined frontal boundaries observed with the
SOHO/LASCO white light coronagraphs. We find that, in all cases, the volume electron density decreases as the
CMEs travel through the LASCO/C2 & C3 fields of view, from 2.6 — 30 Rs. The density decrease follows closely
a power law with an exponent of -3, which is consistent with a simple radial expansion. This indicates that in this
height regime there is no observed pileup.
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