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The Rosetta Plasma Consortium Magnetometer data are used to study the large scale structure of the cometary tail
during the tail excursion in March – April 2016. With the comet at ∼2.7 AU from the Sun, its outgassing rate is
low, which results in a “non-classical” draping of the magnetic field. In the near-tail region, < 600 km from the
nucleus, the magnetic field is directed across the tail instead of along the tail. Further away from the comet, the
orbit of the tail excursion does not show evidence of a bi-lobal magnetotail, with the magnetic field mainly pointing
sunward. Also a helical wave travelling down the tail is observed, which origin is unclear.


