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The atmospheric lunar tide is a known source of ionospheric variability and its effect can be observed in various
parameters, such as ionospheric currents and plasma density. Understanding characteristics of lunar tidal effects
on the ionosphere provides insight into how the upper atmosphere responds to wave forcing from the lower atmo-
sphere. We review the progress made in the last ten years concerning the lunar tidal variation in the ionosphere.
Emphasis is placed on (1) the large lunar tidal variation in the ionosphere during sudden stratospheric warming
events and (2) the seasonal and longitudinal dependence of the lunar tidal variation in the ionosphere. Contributions
and findings based on global data from low-Earth orbiting satellite missions are also highlighted.


