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The joint Russian-German project ′PLOT - Paleolimnological Transect′ aims to recover lacustrine sediment se-
quences along a >6000 km-long longitudinal transect across the Eurasian Arctic in order to investigate the Late
Quaternary climatic and environmental history. The climate history of the Arctic is of particular interest since it
is the region, which is experiencing major impact of the current climate change. The project is funded for a dura-
tion of three years by the German and Russian Ministries of Research. Since 2013 extensive fieldwork, including
seismic surveys, coring, and hydrological investigations, was carried out at lakes Ladoga (NW Russia), Bolshoye
Shuchye (Polar Urals), Emanda (Verkhoyansk Range), Levinson-Lessing, and Taymyr (both Taymyr Peninsula).
Fieldwork at lakes Bolshoye Shuchye, Levinson-Lessing, and Taymyr was conducted in collaboration with the
Russian-Norwegian CHASE (Climate History along the Arctic Seaboard of Eurasia) project. A major objective
of the PLOT project was to recover preglacial sediments. A multiproxy approach was applied to the analytical
work of all cores, including (bio-)geochemical, sedimentological, geophysical, and biological analyses. First data
implies the presence of preglacial sediments in the cores from all lakes except Lake Emanda. Age-depth models,
based on radiocarbon dating, OSL dating, paleomagnetic measurements, identification of cryptotephra, and varve
counting (where applicable), are in progress. The records shall be correlated to that of Lake El′gygytgyn (NE Rus-
sia), which represents the master record for the Siberian Arctic. The outcome of the PLOT project will be a better
understanding of the temporal and spatial variability and development of the Arctic climate. Here, we present the
major results and first key interpretations of the PLOT project. We also give an outlook on the future strategy and
foci of the project. First results will culminate in a special issue in spring 2018 comprising publications about Lake
Ladoga and Lake Levinson-Lessing.


