
Geophysical Research Abstracts
Vol. 20, EGU2018-9632, 2018
EGU General Assembly 2018
© Author(s) 2018. CC Attribution 4.0 license.

Trans-dimensional Bayesian inversion of multiple dataset for the thermal
structure and chemical composition of the crust and upper mantle
Mattia Guerri (1), Javier Fullea (1), and Thomas Bodin (2)
(1) Dublin Institute for Advanced Studies, School of Cosmic Physics, Section of Geophysics, Dublin, Republic of Ireland
(mattguerri1@gmail.com), (2) Laboratoire de Géologie de Lyon: Terre, Planètes et Environnement, Université de Lyon,
Université Lyon 1 and Ecole Normale Supérieure de Lyon, Lyon, France

A robust understanding of the Earth’s chemical composition and thermal structure is fundamental in order to gather
insights on the processes responsible for the planet formation and evolution. Non-linearity and non-uniqueness
affecting the relationships between geophysical observables and thermo-chemical structure represents a major
issue in probing the Earth’s interior. To tackle the problem, we develop an algorithm to perform joint inversion
of multiple data-set for the temperature and composition of the crust and upper mantle. The data involved in the
inversion are surface waves dispersion curves, receiver functions and surface topography. The algorithm performs
the inversion adopting a trans-dimensional hierarchical Bayesian approach. Model parameter space is sampled with
a Markov chain Monte Carlo algorithm. A-priori information on chemical composition and thermal state are taken
from xenoliths and heat flow measurements, respectively. The forward model consists in computing seismic waves
velocity and density first, and then surface waves dispersion curves, receiver functions and isostatic topography.
The link between thermo-chemical structure, seismic velocities (Vp and Vs) and density, is established leveraging
on mineral physics constraints and a robust thermodynamic framework. Such an approach has never been adopted
before in investing the crustal composition. We present results using synthetic data and an application on real data
for a permanent station (DSB) of the Irish National Seismic Network.


